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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 054033 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: EWWT, EG 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED HYDROGRAPHIC SURVEY 
REF: A) CAIRO 3226 

1 . ASSISTANT SECRETARY ATHERTON HAS RECEIVED LETTER FROM 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE MCAULIFFE THAT REPORTS US 
NAVY PREPARED COMMENCE SURVEY AS EARLY AS SUMMER OF 1977 
IF GOE FORMALLY REQUESTS SUCH SURVEY AND DEPARTMENT 
APPROVES AND IDENTIFIES FUNDING WHICH IS ESTIMATED AT 

$7.2 MILLION. 

2. WE WILLING TO CONSIDER POSSIBLE AID FINANCING FOR 
SURVEY. HOWEVER, WE UNCLEAR WITH RESPECT TO BENEFITS TO 

BE GAINED FROM SURVEY AND WHETHER THESE BENEFITS PRIMARILY 
OF CIVIL OR MILITARY NATURE. AID FUNDING WOULD, OF COURSE, 

BE CONDITIONED ON DEMONSTRATION OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
BENEFITS TO BE GAINED FROM SURVEY. WOULD APPRECIATE 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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PAGE 02 STATE 054033 

CLEARER IDENTIFICATION PURPOSE OF SURVEY AND STATEMENT OF 
BENEFITS TO BE DERIVED. ALSO, REQUEST USAID VIEWS ON 
DESIRABILITY INCLUDING SURVEY UNDER FY 1977 AID PROGRAM. 

IF USAID BELIEVES IT WOULD BE DESIRABLE INCLUDE IN AID 
PROGRAM, WE ALSO WILL NEED IDENTIFICATION MANNER OF 
FINANCING (SEPARATE PROJECT OR UNDER FEASIBILITY AND 
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TECHNICAL STUDIES PROJECT), REPROGRAMMING IN FY 1977 
YOU WOULD MAKE TO ENABLE SUCH FINANCING, AND, IF SEPARATE 
PROJECT, WHETHER YOU WOULD RECOMMEND THIS TO BE LOAN 
OR GRANT FINANCED. AID WOULD ALSO REQUIRE, OF COURSE, 
WRITTEN REQUEST FROM CIVILIAN GOE AGENCY. PRESUMABLY 
MINECON. ALSO SOME INDICATION SHOULD BE INCLUDED AS TO 
WHY AID-US NAVY COMBINE PREFERABLE TO OTHER POSSIBLE WAYS 
TO DO PROJECT, E.G., DANGER INHERENT IN DOING SURVEY IN 
THESE WATERS WHICH KNOWN TO CONTAIN UNEXPLODED MINES. 
CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION FOR THIS PROJECT WOULD BE RE- 
QUIRED. 

VANCE 
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